
 
 

 

What’s happening in PALS Plus? 
January 2023 

 

Passaic County Book Festival - Save the date!  
 
Saturday, June 10, 2023 is 
the date for the 2nd 
Annual (oh boy!) Passaic 
County Book Festival at 
Weasel Brook Park in 
Clifton, NJ.  Are you sitting 
down?  Good, because for 

that day, the park, through proclamation by the 
Passaic County Commissioners, will be renamed 
Weasel BOOK Park. I know, right?!  I mean, it’s too 
adorable and I’m just a little mad at myself for not 
thinking of it.   
 
Last year’s event drew hundreds of people to meet 
more than 50 authors, purchase books & have them 
signed, and attend themed discussion panels on a 
variety of topics.  It was a tremendous success made 
possible, in large part, by those of you who 
volunteered to help run the event, wrangle authors, 
mediate panels, and so much more.  It was a 
wonderful day and I think I still owe some people ice 
cream.  As we did last year, we will gather a small 
group of dedicated folks to help plan the event.  Be on 
the lookout for the email.   
 

Overdue and Lost Notices 
 
It took a little bit of time as reports 
generating each library’s overdue 
notices and some of the language for 
each notice needed to be updated, 
but the standardized overdue and lost 
item notices have been implemented.   
 
From now on, patrons will receive a First Overdue 
Notice at 7 days, a Second Overdue Notice at 21 days, 
and a Lost Item Notice or Bill at 30 days.  Be sure to 
check your overdues and assumed lost bills reports  

daily to make sure your notices are being reviewed 
and managed appropriately. 
 

Digital Magazines 
 

Did you know that 
patrons can borrow 
new and back issues 
of over 4,000 digital 
magazines directly 
through the PALS 
Plus catalog and have 
them instantly appear 

on their Libby app, or, if they choose, read them in 
their browser?   Well, they can.   
 
We will be adding a blurb about this new feature on 
the PALS Plus catalog shortly. 
 
However, it’s not perfect.  We are working with 
SirsiDynix to resolve a little bug that doesn’t directly 
impact access, but is annoying.  We’ll add a little 
blurb about this bug on the catalog so that patrons 
aren’t confused.   
 
Try it out for yourselves.  It works just like borrowing 
OverDrive ebooks and audiobooks via the catalog. 
 

OverDrive App 
 
It’s a good time to remind 
everyone that the OverDrive app 
is at end-of-life and will be sunset 
at the end of April. Don’t you just 
love those quaint terms?  
 
In the weeks before the OverDrive app sunset, current 
in-app messaging will be updated to give users a final 
reminder to switch to Libby.  
 
After the OverDrive app is sunset, users who try to 
access your library’s collection in the OverDrive app 
will see a message informing them they need to 
upgrade to the Libby app. 
 
Approximately 80% of our patrons have already 
made the switch, which, according to OverDrive, is 
pretty good. 



 
 

Website 
 
The PALS Plus website has been undergoing a redesign 
and we’re getting closer to its launch every day.  We 
are currently working on finalizing the content and 
working through a final punch-list.  No firm go-live 
date yet, but it’s very close.  Check out these 
thumbnails to whet your appetite. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Be on the lookout for a staff-focused guided tour 
before the launch. 
 

Pronunciator and Procitizen 
 
 

 
I hope you all received the announcement for the 
launch of Pronunciator and its sister product, 
Procitizen, earlier this month.   
 

 Pronunciator offers personalized language 
learning for 164 languages in 144 languages, 
including ASL and ESL.   

 Procitizen is a comprehensive citizenship 
preparation for new US and Canadian citizens.  

 
Pronunciator and Procitizen are available in both 
English and Spanish interfaces. 
 
Be sure to attend the Pronunciator Pop-up Workshop 
sponsored by the PALS Plus Digital Services Committee 
on Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 2 PM to ask questions 
and learn how you can provide access to these 
resources.  As with all Pop-up Workshops, no 
registration is required.  Just pop in! 

Final Thoughts 
 
I hope you are as excited as we are about all that’s 
happening in our consortium.  As for this missive, well, 
as you can tell, we’re starting plainly, but I think it 
would be fun to see where we could go: guest writers, 
featured libraries and staff, a message from the 
president, consortium events, committee reports, and 
so much more.  If you have any ideas (including a 
better name) and are interested in working with us on 
the missives concept, reach out. 
 
Thank you for all you do and remember that we are 
stronger working together than any of us could ever 
be working alone. 
 

Luca 
 
 
And because there’s some blank space to fill, here’s a 
vintage postcard of the Paterson Public Library as it 
looked in 1909.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


