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Serial bibliographic records treat works with multiple, separately published editions or 
installments as single works. Monographic bibliographic records, in general, treat 
separately published editions or installments as unique and independent works. Serial 
records permit a collection or sequence of items to be represented on a single record. In 
general, monographic records pertain to a single item.  

Usually, it is clear that a work is a serial or a monograph, however in some cases, works 
can be treated either as a serial (one bibliographic record in the database) or as multiple 
monographs (multiple bibliographic records in the database). Examples include travel 
guides that are updated frequently, some frequently updated reference works, e.g. 
Guinness Book of World Records, and standardized test preparation manuals. Comic 
book and graphic novel series can sometimes be treated either as serials or 
monographs. 

Serial treatment will be preferred for the following, when issues or editions are regularly 
published: 

 Graphic novel series, with numbered parts only* 

 Travel guides 

 Study guides 

 Directories 

 Yearbooks 

 

For the above types of items, prefer a serial record for the series title rather than 
individual monographic records for each separately published issue.  

The Technical Services Committee provides the following clues for recognizing a serial 
record. Keep in mind that a serial record may not have all of the following, or may differ 
from the norm, e.g. some serial records contain ISBNs; not all serial records have 
descriptions of publication dates (MARC 362). 

In general, serial records have: 

Fixed field codes for serials, e.g. Bib-Lvl:s, Date2:9999; Frequn:[any code]; 
Ser_Type:[any code] 

ISSN (MARC 022) rather than ISBN (MARC 020) 

Publication dates (MARC 362), e.g. Vol. 1 (Jan. 2005)- 

 



 
 

PALS Plus     Page 2 of 2           2010  

 

If one or more monographic records are entered into the database before the series is 
recognized as a series, the library that makes the decision to follow serial treatment 
should take the following steps: 

1. OCLC libraries- Import or create a new record in the database. 

2. All libraries - Notify the Catalog and Metadata Services Librarian. 

*Special Instructions for Graphic Novel Series 

Graphic novel series, whose individual volumes are numbered only, e.g. Graphic 
novels of the world, volume 5, should be cataloged as serials, per this policy. 

Graphic novel series, which include parts with unique titles, should be cataloged as 
monographs, with a separate record for each unique title and a series statement for 
the series title. 

 


